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The Seneca Valley School Board approved the following position hires and transfers for the 
2014-15 school year:

Administrators change roles, positions
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August 26 –  
 CVE Grades 3 & 4, Meet the  
 Teacher – Parents Only,  
 Grade 3 - 6 p.m.  
 Grade 4 - 6:30 p.m. 

 Haine Third Grade Parent 
  Orientation 6-7:30 p.m.

  Haine Fourth Grade Parent  
 Orientation 6-7:30 p.m.

August 28 –
 Rowan Grade 3 Parent  
 Orientation 7-8 p.m. 

 Rowan Grade 2 Parent  
 Orientation 6-7 p.m. 

 ECMS Grade 5 Meet-the- 
 Teacher Night 6-7:30 p.m. 

August 29 – 
 Haine Fundraiser Assembly  
 9 a.m. 

 Veterans Recognition Night at  
 NexTier Stadium 7:30 p.m. –  
 Home Football Game vs. North  
 Allegheny 7:30 p.m.

September 1 –  
 Labor Day – No School

September 11 –  
 SVMS Open House, 6:30-9 p.m. 

* More dates can be found  
 on our homepage at  
 www.svsd.net

August & September
Dates to Remember

Mr. Anthony Babusci is now assistant principal for the Seneca Valley Academy 
of Choice, Cyber & Arts Program. Mr. Babusci was previously a cyber teacher for 
the Seneca Valley Academy of Choice.

Mr. Robert Ceh is now acting principal at Seneca Valley Middle School while  
Ms. Andrea Peck, principal, is on a one-semester educational sabbatical.  
Mr. Ceh will return to his role as dean of students at the Seneca Valley Senior 
High School in the second semester of the 2014-15 school year.

Mr. Anthony Conti is now assistant principal at Rowan and Evans City Elementary 
schools. He previously served as the assistant principal for the Seneca Valley 
Academy of Choice, Cyber & Arts Program.

Mr. Vincent D’Angelo is now assistant principal at Connoquenessing Valley  
Elementary (CVE) School in a full-time capacity. Mr. D’Angelo previously split  
his time as assistant principal between CVE and Rowan Elementary schools. 

Ms. Cassandra Doggrell is now assistant principal for Evans City and Haine 
Middle Schools. She previously served as an acting K-6 administrator and 
supplemental support teacher at Haine Middle School.

Ms. Jessica Kotula is now the Data & Assessment Administrator for grades 7-12. 
Ms. Kotula was previously a learning support teacher at the Senior High School.

Back-to-School!

Ms. Marie Palano is now the principal at Evans City Middle School (ECMS).  
She was acting principal for ECMS in the 2013-14 school year and previously 
served as a teacher in the Seneca Valley Middle School.

Ms. Mandy Toy is now principal at Haine Elementary to replace Michelle Ellis, 
who has resigned to take a position in private business. Ms. Toy was previously  
assistant principal for Haine Elementary and Haine Middle schools. 

Follow us on

Find us on

Watch us on

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD


“Together: Creating today’s inspiration for tomorrow’s future” is the name of CVE’s new learning 
STEAM focused learning environment. This two-year project will involve creating a learning lab, 
named Inspiration Station, that will eventually have multiple learning pods or stations that include 
programmable bots and a 3D Printer focusing on the arts/engineering and a SMALLab.  CVE  
teachers are completely rethinking students’ learning and personal instruction by implementing 
projects such as this - they are leading the way towards innovation! 
 
The SMALLab portion of Inspiration Station is truly the focal point of the project for year one.  
CVE’s PTO made a commitment to provide a substantial amount of funding, and with the Allegheny 
Intermediate Unit’s Center of Creativity STEAM grant in the amount of $20,000, they are one giant 
step closer toward a dream learning lab. 
 
The SMALLab is an embodied learning environment that allows for Kinect-type interactivity within 
a learning module.  It is essentially motion sensor technology used for special effects in movies.  
The SMALLab will be installed in a completely redesigned room that will match the type of learning 
that will take place with such a tool.  This technology is being used for instruction in a completely 
innovative and extremely promising manner for young learners.    

CVE was invited to join the Pittsburgh SMALLAb Consortium by Dr. Todd Keruskin, assistant  
superintendent of Elizabeth Forward School District.  Made possible through funding from the 
Grable Foundation, participants in the consortium will work with students from Carnegie Mellon 
University students from the Entertainment Technology Center to create additional  
learning games for the SMALLab. 

 To read more about SMALLab, click the link: http://smallablearning.com

STEAMing ahead
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Seneca Valley is pleased to be 
able to provide transportation 
home for students in supervised 
after-school activities.

Due to the wide-spread drop-off 
need, these buses stay on main 
roads within the district rather 
than going into housing  
developments.

New to Seneca Valley for  
2014-15, these buses will  
depart Seneca Valley secondary 
schools in Jackson Township, 
Monday through Friday, at  
5 p.m. (only).

Please note, there are no activity 
runs on Act 80 Days, In-Service 
Days or half days on the secondary 
campus. 

Copies of the bus 
stops are available 

in the secondary  
building offices.

2014-15 Activity Bus

It’s that time when school buses 
are everywhere. If a school bus 
has its lights flashing and stop 
arm extended, you must stop. 
The only exception is if you are 
on the other side of a highway 
divided by a concrete barrier 
or grassy median. If you are 
following or traveling along-
side a school bus, the law also 
requires you to stop at least 10 
feet away.

Learn more about the school 
bus stopping law and  
penalties for violations at  
www.JustDrivePA.com. 

School bus safety

Members of the Haine Middle School Band, under  
the direction of Ms. Kelly Levere, performed on  
Saturday, July 12 at “Our Diverse Neighbors,”  
a diversity-themed performance area at Cranberry 
Township’s Community Days in Cranberry Park.  
We thank our students, Ms. Levere and  
Mr. Dan DiDesiderio, principal, for  
taking time out of their summer
to participate and for  
representing SV so well! 

Summer performers

The Seneca Valley Middle School Art Department held the 8th Annual  
Unveiling and Artists’ Reception in June at the school. Three eighth  
graders were selected to have their artwork permanently displayed  
in the building. They include:

Olivia English – “Knowledge in the Sun”
Sonia Fernandes – “Op Art”
Lauren George – “Zayn Malik” 
The reception included district employees, parents, students, and  
community members and was hosted by George Williams,  
Stanley Zimmerman and Kathleen Pitluga, art teachers.   
Terrific additions to the gallery – congratulations and great job!

SVMS art 

For a child riding a bus, there are 
a number of ways to keep them 
safe as they wait and ride. 

To learn more, visit  
http://www.emaxhealth.
com/1506/back-school-keeping-
kids-safe-school-buses

http://smallablearning.com
http://www.JustDrivePA.com
http://www.emaxhealth.com/1506/back-school-keeping-kids-safe-school-buses
http://www.emaxhealth.com/1506/back-school-keeping-kids-safe-school-buses
http://www.emaxhealth.com/1506/back-school-keeping-kids-safe-school-buses
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Students at Seneca Valley High School have earned AP Scholar Awards in recognition of their exceptional achievement on AP Exams. The College 
Board’s Advanced Placement Program (AP) provides willing and academically prepared students with the opportunity to take rigorous college-level 
courses while still in high school, and to earn college credit, advanced placement, or both for successful performance on the AP Exams. 

At Seneca Valley, the increased course offerings in Advanced Placement, combined with a growth of interest on the part of students led the District 
to increase AP student scholars.

The College Board recognizes several levels of achievement based on students’ performance on AP Exams.

At Seneca Valley Senior High School, three students, Taha Ahmed, Robert Kunkel, and Alexandra Steighner, all recent 2014 graduates, earned a  
National AP Scholar Award in 2014 which is granted to students in the United States who receive an average score of at least 4 on all AP Exams 
taken, and scores of 4 or higher on eight or more of these exams. 

We also have 13 students who qualified for the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams  
taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams. These students, all of which are 2014 Seneca Valley graduates, include Taha 
Ahmed, Daniel Eppler, Jessica Howard, Robert Kunkel, Daniella Ortiz, Nikkolas Paserba, Nicholas Pearson, Megan Pudlo, Jeremiah Scanlan,  
Derek Shank, Alexandria Snell, Alexandra Steighner, and Alexander Taylor. 

Five Seneca Valley students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor Award by earning an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken,  
and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams. These 2014 graduates are Carley Belsterling, Emily Clark, Chase Gallis, Lauren Miller,  
and Jenna Stengel. 

Also, 31 Seneca Valley students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by completing three or more AP Exams with scores of 3 or higher. The AP 
Scholars include 2014 graduates Benjamin Anderson, Stefany Baron, Elliott Burr, Sarah Chartier, Matthew Ciraula, Jacob Daley, Savanna Grinder, 
Rosanne Harrison, Alexis Hester, Patrick King, Douglas McKinney, Keaton Perry, Zachary Ratkus, Kaleigh Ruiz, Katherine Steele, and Lelaina 
Stowell; seniors  Jonathan Asseff, Renee Botyrius, Marcin Chrzanowski, Cassidy Glatz, Bailey Hixon, Hayley Hoss, Sarah Kochis, Elizabeth Milton, 
Michael Palaski, Tanner Quiggle, Maura Razanauskas, Faith Simms, Katelyn Stebbins, and Matyson Zecker; and junior Michael Kolor.

SV students named AP Scholars

Kelly Weston, a teacher at Seneca Valley School District’s Seneca  
Valley Senior High School in Harmony, will return to the classroom  
this year a ‘STAR’ after participating in the prestigious “Siemens  
Teachers as Researchers” (STARs) fellowship program. Weston was 
part of an exclusive group of 40 teachers from across the country 
selected to learn new and exciting tools that will help her students 
gain a more practical understanding and stronger appreciation for the 
use of science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) concepts in 
their daily lives. The program allowed her to participate in an immersive 
research program at Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tenn.
 
Sponsored by the Siemens Foundation and administered by Discovery 
Education, and the Oak Ridge Associated Universities, Weston took part 
in an elite fellowship program and worked with a team of respected 
research scientists and fellow educators on a project examining the 
conversion of biomass into biofuel.
 
“We are honored to host such inspiring teachers like Kelly and hope 
she and her colleagues walk away from this experience with new ideas 
for their classrooms and exciting insights into STEM education that will 
impact a future generation of young professionals,” said David Etzwiler, 
CEO of the Siemens Foundation. “The STARs program is an important 
part of the Siemens Foundation’s efforts around STEM education, and 
we are so proud to receive such an enthusiastic response from the 
educational community every year.”
 

While at Oak Ridge, Weston and her fellow educators worked with 
scientist Barbara Evans on a project using neutron scattering and 
computer simulations to examine the fundamental structure of plant 
cell walls and how they are deconstructed to improve the conversion of 
biomass into biofuels.
 
“This research experience has been amazing, and I cannot wait to start 
school to apply what I have learned. Everything has been wonderful- the 
lab research, field trips, tours, professional development and lectures. 
Most of all, I feel re-energized and have enjoyed meeting and collaborating 
with the other fellows who I can now call friends,” Weston said.

SV educator conducts research with top scientists

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXt11ytX3NA – STARs Showcase of program

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpifkfbf78s – Awards Ceremony

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXt11ytX3NA � STARs Showcase of program
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpifkfbf78s � Awards Ceremony


The Seneca Valley School District said a  
fond farewell to 10 of our staff members  
as they are retiring from Seneca Valley.  
Members of the Administration and  
School Board held a small luncheon  
June 11 to recognize their hard work  
and dedication – and to wish them well. 

 A combination of professional and  
classified staff members, this group  
has served the district a collective  
255.5 years. 
 
They are:

 •	 Rae	Anne	Bosnyak – Haine Elementary Teacher – 15 years
	 •	 Donna	Davison – Senior High School – 20.5 years
	 •	 Curt	Johns – Seneca Valley Middle School Dean of Students – 37 years
 •	 Michael	Lonzo – Seneca Valley School District Maintenance – 11 years
	 •	 Michael	Lutz – Seneca Valley Intermediate High School – 29 years
	 •	 Stephen	Mayes – Seneca Valley Senior High School Health and Physical Education – 34 years
	 •	 Vicki	MacDonald – Seneca Valley Intermediate High School – 24 years
	 •	 Leah	McDowell – Haine Elementary School – 24 years
	 •	 Becky	Tomei – Evans City Middle School Paraprofessional – 25 years
	 •	 Susan	Van	Arsdale – Connoquenessing Valley, Evans City Elementary and Evans City Middle  
   School Music Teacher – 36 years

Fond Farewell
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Members of the Seneca Valley School Board and Administration recently recognized several AJ 
Myers & Sons, Inc. bus drivers as they retired after years of transporting Seneca Valley students to 
school. We congratulate and send our best wishes to:

Ms. Mary “Becky” Gall – 35 years of transportation service 
Ms. Chrissy Albert – 35 years of transportation service – 22 with AJ Myers 
Ms. Patricia Bukowski – 21 years of transportation service 

 “I have enjoyed being a bus driver,” said Ms. Albert in a farewell letter she handed to her students 
on the last day of school. “The past 23 years I have been on the same route, and all of the children 
have become a part of my life. Each one of them has been a blessing to me.”

Bus drivers are always needed. If you’re interested in learning more about becoming a driver,  
call 724-452-9470 or visit www.ajmyersandsons.com/careers. 

Several SV bus drivers put their long-held careers in park

Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of Schools (at right), joins, 
from left: Curt Johns, Rae Anne Bosnyak, Sue Van Arsdale 
and Becky Tomei at the annual SV Retirement Luncheon.



Seneca Valley takes great pride in the District’s efforts to encourage and maintain an alcohol  
and drug-free setting in our schools. As such, Seneca Valley has been recognized by state and 
national organizations for the implementation of a grade 7-12 drug testing policy for athletics,  
extracurricular activities and driving to school. This policy, in place now for 12 years, has served  
as an excellent example and template for other districts across the country, and this year’s results 
are another reason to laud the program. Results for the Seneca Valley School District’s Drug  
Testing Program show a decline for the 2013-2014 school year. 

It’s first important to note that there are separate reports for the random program and the  
reasonable suspicion program. The random positive test, which extracurricular students and  
drivers are entered into every year, came in with a positive rate of .40 percent.  In 2012-13,  
Seneca Valley’s positive rate was .49 percent; a decline of .09 percent. 

“Frankly, anything below one percent is exceptional considering the national average this year  
was 2.3 percent, explained Matt Franz, director of operations for SPORT SAFE Testing Service 
in Powell, Ohio. There were a total of 21 suspicion tests, and most of those students came from 
outside the random program. Parents at any time can enter their child in the testing program if they 
suspect drug or alcohol use. Many of the positive suspicion tests were put into a follow-up program 
and were able to complete it without further positive tests. As a district, Seneca Valley had three 
follow-up positives out of 87 attempts, which is a 4.1 percent rate. The national average on  
follow-ups is 18.3 percent. “This shows that Seneca Valley is doing a great job at handling issues  
as they arise,” said Franz.

The positive rate graph was fairly consistent so overall kids are responding to the deterrent 
throughout the year. The breakdown of positive tests from the random program was as follows:  
12 for THC (marijuana), two for alcohol, two for Amphetamines (stimulants), and one for both THC 
and Methamphetamine (meth). 

Of course, any program’s success is largely dependent on the integrity of the test, and not only in 
the collection of it, but in the identification of those students who participate. The process begins 
at the SPORT SAFE testing company where student identification numbers only (no names) are 
chosen in a lottery format. Those numbers are submitted to the school administration, who matches 
them with the corresponding student name. Those students are immediately tested through the  
collection of a urine sample, which continues to be the industry standard. 

Each collection is sent to a certified laboratory for screening and confirmation, and each result is 
then verified by a medical review officer. In the case of a positive result, the first call is made to 
the home.

“There are consequences associated with the policy, but the purpose of the program has never 
been punitive,” said Dr. Matthew McKinley, assistant superintendent. “The program has given and 
continues to give families the gift of early detection.”

The entire Seneca Valley Drug Testing Policy (#227.1) can be found on the policies page under the 
school board heading of the district’s Web site at www.svsd.net.

Seneca Valley drug testing results show decline in positive rates

Drug testing is mandatory for all 
students planning to play a sport, 
participate in an activity or drive 
to school. It is also open to any 
student, grades 7-12, anytime a 
parent/guardian wishes to include 
their child, regardless of their 
participation in extracurricular 
activities.

Over the years you may have 
heard that results showing  
positive for drugs at Seneca 
Valley have remained well below 
the national average. While that’s 
true, we realize that substance 
use and abuse continues to be a 
struggle for many.

News reports have focused on 
marijuana use and the surrounding 
legal vs. illegal debate. No matter 
what side you’re on, there’s one 
thing that is indisputable: the  
dangers of juvenile marijuana use 
are real. A recent article posted  
in the “Wall Street Journal” by  
Dr. Mitchell Rosenthal, a child 
psychiatrist and founder of the 
nation’s largest non-profit  
substance abuse treatment  
center, is clear: pot is not harmless 
to an undeveloped brain.  
According to the report, juvenile 
brains are not fully developed 
until the mid-20s. The part of the 
brain that censors irresponsible 
and dangerous behaviors is last  
to develop. Adding to that a  
mind-altering substance – legal 
or not – creates a dangerous mix 
both mentally and physically,  
according to Dr. Rosenthal.

Read more: http://online.wsj.com/
news/articles/SB100014241278873
24235104578241753207998578

Please know that you can also  
enter your child into the random 
test that occurs at regular  
intervals throughout the  
school year.

Keeping students safe

SV adds hotline/tip line
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We are proud to introduce a new Telephone Hotline. The new hotline and current Reporting  
Tip Line (Sprigeo) are intended to facilitate the reporting of sensitive information to school  
officials, including information regarding student safety, bullying, violence, drug use, or students 
who may be in need of assistance. Reports submitted through these communication mediums  
will be forwarded electronically to a predetermined list of school officials and, at the school  
administration’s option, to local enforcement agencies, for possible investigation and/or action. 
These systems do not replace emergency notification and those accessing it are urged  
to call 911 if they are reporting an event that could immediately affect the school  
community. Seneca Valley School District highly respects and cares for the privacy  
of those who use the system. Information will be kept strictly confidential. Those  
accessing either the hotline or tip line are encouraged to do so responsibly  
at 724-631-1677 or http://www.svsd.net/Page/13519.

http://www.svsd.net
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424127887324235104578241753207998578
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424127887324235104578241753207998578
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424127887324235104578241753207998578
http://www.svsd.net/Page/13519
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It was a beautiful day for golf at our second annual outing, The Gift of Hope Golf Classic, on 
Thursday, Aug. 7, at the award-winning Cranberry Highlands Golf Course. The event provided 
our many parents, staff, community supporters and vendors with the opportunity to join us in 
raising funds for Seneca Valley students and student programs. 

The Seneca Valley Foundation (SVF), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation dedicated to 
encouraging excellence and innovation in the Seneca Valley Schools, is proud to say 
we have provided Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) mini-grants to 
assist students with high-intensity projects as part of the annual STEM Science Fair. 
The Foundation has also served as the sponsor of the Seneca Valley Engineering and 
Industrial Technology Club. On the elementary side, SVF has approved the donation of 
funds to our K-6 schools so they may purchase literacy materials for the classroom.  
As part of our commitment and partnership with our fellow service organizations, the 
Foundation purchased supplies and materials so our senior high school advanced  
pottery students could create soup bowls they donated for a local food bank fundraiser. 
As we move forward, plans are underway to develop mini grants for classroom projects 
and activities our students would not otherwise experience.

We would like to thank our Platinum Sponsor: 
•	 ComDoc

We would also like to thank our Gold Sponsor: 
•	 Westinghouse	Electric	Company	

We also appreciate the support of our Silver Sponsors: 
•	 Concensus	Technologies	
•	 Fagan	Sanitary	Supply
•	 Highmark	
•	 NexTier	Bank

Finally, a big thanks to all of our tee sponsors, green sponsors  
and golfers! We look forward to seeing you next year! 

Score one for the Seneca Valley Foundation

Businesses who are looking to participate in the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development Educational Improvement  
Tax Credit (EITC) might just be the perfect match for Seneca Valley.  Participating is a win-win for businesses, since EITC provides companies 
with a tax credit for donations to an educational improvement organization. 
 
The Seneca Valley Foundation has applied to the state for $170,558 to be put toward the following courses and programs through the  
EITC program:

 - Women in Engineering (a class just for high school girls that focuses on Engineering concepts)
 - Honors Engineering (mixed class of high school boys & girls, engineering exploration & robotics technology)
 - Personal Finance (a class for juniors & seniors to teach personal financial literacy)
 - Accounting (college credit accounting class for high school students grades 10-12)

If your business --or a business you know-- participates in EITC, please encourage them to dedicate EITC funds to the Seneca Valley Foundation. 
For more information or if you have questions, please call Ms. Kay Hoch, foundation secretary, at (724) 452-6040 ext. 1638 or by emailing her at 
hochkl@svsd.net or visit www.svsd.net/EITC.

EITC Funds to help SV engineering, accounting courses

mailto:hochkl%40svsd.net?subject=EITC
http://www.svsd.net/EITC


What’s New in Raider Athletics?What’s New in Raider Athletics?

It’s hard to imagine our fall sports have been in practice for almost two weeks and 
some, if not all, have already had scrimmages or contests. Varsity/JV practices 
began Monday August 11, and our sub-varsity teams followed shortly thereafter.  
As is becoming customary with Raider Athletics the horizon appears bright and  
full of potential. The following is a brief glimpse into the potential of our fall sports 
in 2014: 

• As far as WPIAL contenders go, 2014 may be the year our Girls cross country  
 team hangs a banner. The squad had a break-out performance last season  
 and is laser-focused on finishing first at WPIAL’s in 2014.  

• The boys cross country team won’t be far behind as they, too, contend for  
 section and WPIAL championships.  

• Football opens the season with North Allegheny at home and this veteran-laden squad has its sights set on Heinz Field in late November.  

• Boys’ golf, returning a very experienced line-up, will look for a section title and multiple WPIAL individual qualifiers.

• Girls’ golf returns all but three starters from a season ago and they, too, will be looking toward section titles and WPIAL qualifiers.

• Girls’ soccer, the reigning WPIAL champion, returns the majority of their roster and will look to hoist the trophy again and advance through the   
 PIAA bracket all the way to the championship game. 

• Boys’ soccer, following a record-setting season in 2013, is poised to make a run at a WPIAL title as well.  Competing in one of the toughest  
 sections, this collection of student-athletes will look to repeat as section champions with an eye on a WPIAL championship game appearance.

• Girls’ tennis will rely heavily on six returning varsity players and the infusion of rising stars from the JV ranks as they seek qualification into the   
 WPIAL team championships.  

• Rounding out the fall season we can never count out our girls’ volleyball program.  Fresh off a return to the WPIAL tournament in 2013 this group   
 of young ladies have their sights set even higher – a WPIAL trophy!

Fall sports underway

If you wonder what happens in Raider Athletics over the summer we 
can answer that in one word – plenty! Thanks to the hard work of our 
Buildings & Grounds Department, there are a number of facility projects 
that were accomplished this summer: 

• The lower level field project was complete with grading and hydro  
 seeding of those fields. Starting in the fall of 2015, the District will  
 have two additional soccer fields for their eight sponsored soccer teams.  

• Not far from the field work are six newly surfaced tennis courts for our boys’ and girls’  
 programs as well our physical education classes. The community will benefit as well from  
 this renovated facility.

• Girls’ softball had new dugouts built.

• Gym floors were resurfaced.

• Playing fields were tended to in preparation for a busy fall season. We manage to cycle through a practice rotation for 13 teams and one band   
 on five fields and a baseball outfield.  
• We are grateful to the cooperative arrangements in place with Cranberry Township which allows three middle school soccer teams to utilize   
 field space at North Boundary and Graham Park.  

Making improvements

SAVE THE DATE:SAVE THE DATE:
SV Hall of Fame is set for September 12-13
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AlumniAlumniCornerCorner
A 2003 graduate 
of Seneca Valley, 
Michael Pegher can 
be seen on the cover 
of the August 2014  
edition of “Opern 
Welt,” a monthly 
German magazine 
that features opera, 
operetta and ballet.  
Michael, who has 
been singing opera in 
Germany for a number of years now, has  
previous stage experiences with the Cincinnati 
Opera, the Cincinnati May Festival, the Miami  
of Ohio Opera, the Opera du Perigord and the 
Opera Festival in Lucca. His first engagement  
in Europe was during the 2010-2011 season at  
the Oldenburg State Theatre. Very impressive!  
Congratulations and continued good luck,  
Michael.

Opern musik

Mr. Nathan Brewer, a 1999 Seneca Valley  
graduate, was recently interviewed by “Theater 
in the Now,” an online blog site for his role as 
director of “Propaganda! The Musical?” in New 
York City. Mr. Brewer, who has never forgotten 
his roots, returns home regularly, often to assist 
in the production and direction of Seneca Valley 
All-School Musicals, including “Seussical,” 
“West Side Story,” “Pippin,” and “Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels.” 

He has also come back to work with the choirs, 
and wrote a piece to celebrate 20 years of  
Ms. Toni Keefer and Mr. Bill Brewer working  
together with the middle school choirs. Read 
more about Nathan’s latest New York Musical 
Theatre Festival production at http://www. 
theaterinthenow.com/2014/07/spotlight- 
onnathan-brewer.html?m=1. To learn more about 
Nathan – and his impressive list of stage and 
theater accomplishments - you can catch up 
with him at www.nathanbrewer.net. 
 
Congratulations, Nathan! Break a leg!! 

Another success on stage!The state of Pennsylvania 
requires regular dental and 
physical exams to be on file in 
your child’s health record. The 
timing of these exams represents 
critical growth periods in your 
child’s life, and offers the best 
opportunity to identify and treat 
problems. Your school nurse  
will send reminders to you the 
summer before the exams are 
due so that you will have plenty 
of time to make an appointment 
with your physician to satisfy 
these requirements. It is best  
that you have these examinations 
completed by your personal 
physician and dentist. If this 
is impossible, Seneca Valley 
will schedule the exams with 
our school doctor and dentist.  
Please note that these will be 
exams only, you will be referred 
to your personal doctor or dentist 
if treatments are necessary. 

Physicals* 
- Kindergarten or upon admission
- 6th Grade 
- 11th Grade

Dentals* 
- Kindergarten or upon admission
- 3rd Grade
- 7th Grade

* These exams are not meant to  
 replace the recommendations  
 of your personal doctor or  
 dentist, they offer only the  
 minimum “snapshot” of  
 your child’s growth and  
 development.

Parent reminder: 
Health and physical  
exam mandates

Seneca Valley School District
124 Seneca School Road

Harmony, PA 16037
(724) 452-6040
www.svsd.net

Seneca Valley in an Equal Opportunity Employer

http://www. theaterinthenow.com/2014/07/spotlight- onnathan-brewer.html?m=1
http://www. theaterinthenow.com/2014/07/spotlight- onnathan-brewer.html?m=1
http://www. theaterinthenow.com/2014/07/spotlight- onnathan-brewer.html?m=1
http://www.nathanbrewer.net
http://www.svsd.net

